
January, 2007

Office of Public Instruction
 Office of the State Superintendent  

The Office of the State Superintendent provides leadership for Montana’s K-12 public education 
system that includes 834 public schools, 145,416 students, and 12,536 certified educators and 
licensed professionals and management of OPI employees to achieve the Superintendent’s 
statutory duties. The Office of Public Instruction’s mission is: to improve teaching and learning 
through communication, collaboration, advocacy, and accountability to those we serve.  The State 
Superintendent and her staff functions include:

   Focuses agency policy, planning and procedures to build a quality education system in 
Montana providing resources for every classroom 

 Identifies and promotes key legislative initiatives targeted at achieving adequate school 
funding, ensuring quality educators, raising student achievement and supporting classroom 
instruction 

 Fulfills fiduciary responsibilities to the school children of Montana by maximizing revenue 
from school trust lands

 Administers the No Child Left Behind Act 

 Builds partnerships to promote quality in education with the Governor’s Office, Higher 
Education, Legislature, education partners, MT State Library, Workforce Investment Board, 
and state and national education coalitions 

 Communicates information on public education and current educational issues and 
challenges to parents, the public, schools, businesses, state, local and tribal governments, the 
Legislature and the news media

 Promotes accountability by overseeing the annual statewide testing of MT students and 
analyzes and reports results to the Board of Public Education, schools, and the public  

 Promotes the development of valid and reliable education information systems improving 
information exchange among schools, the OPI, policy makers, and the public

Supports the Board of Public Education with resources, services, and research

 Ensures rapid response and communication in the event of a threat to safe schools and 
homeland security


